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not even been trained for, but | think I am
doing an ok job. Anyway | am sorry that |
have not written you guys lately and I know
I have been writing Val a bit more than you
guys and that is something I really intend to
change, | just want you guys to know that I
miss you guys a lot and love you guys even
more and | thank you both for the person
you made me become and all of the things
you have struggled to get me over the years.
I really appreciate the support that you guys
have given me and accepting my enlistment
in the Army. | feel that if | can make a dif-
ference out here then | have done my part. If
I can save one life, if 1 can do something that
makes a family sleep easier at night without
fear then | have done my purpose, cause |
know now that’s what my calling is in life,
not to make money or be powerful and
wealthy but to simply make a difference.
And | thank you my loving parents for all
that you have done to get me this far, but
now | have to take the next step and make
a difference for someone else out there. Well
go ahead and pass this around to everyone in
the family, Val too . . . And to the family
my love and best wishes and prayers go out
to you, little Veronica or shall | say big
Veronica, | miss playing with her and being
her big cousin but at least my being here
will help keep her safe and grow up happy
and full of life as she is already. So to my
family, if you see a soldier one of my com-
rades in arms, please thank them for the
service they give, pray for them because we
as soldiers give up sooo much to come out
here and in sometimes make the ultimate
sacrifice in the name of freedom and soldiers
could always use encouragement and a
thanks. . . Well my love to you guys and I’ll
see you soon. . .
Love to all,
BRANDON.

———

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning
business is closed.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

NOMINATION OF TIMOTHY M.
TYMKOVICH, OF COLORADO, TO
BE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT
JUDGE FOR THE TENTH CIRCUIT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
go into executive session and proceed
to the consideration of Executive Cal-
endar No. 55, which the clerk will re-
port.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Nomination of Timothy M. Tymkovich, of
Colorado, to be United States Circuit Judge
for the Tenth Circuit.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will be 6
hours of debate, with the time equally
divided in the usual form.

The Senator from Colorado is recog-
nized.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, | sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, | ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, |
strongly support the confirmation of
Tim Tymkovich as a Federal judge on
the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals.
The nomination is before the Senate. |
ask my colleagues to join me in sup-
porting his confirmation.

Two years ago, one of the most tal-
ented lawyers in the State of Colorado
faced a rather large but very exciting
dilemma. Most of us would not look at
his particular situation as a dilemma
at all but, instead, view it as a wel-
come set of exciting career opportuni-
ties.

With the new administration filling
vacancies and political appointments,
he was offered the chance to serve the
people of the United States, a chance
to use his skills as a premier attorney
through the Federal Government. This
lawyer had practiced both civil litiga-
tion and appeals with an emphasis on
regulatory and administrative law,
particularly in the areas of tele-
communications and public utilities.
He served for 5 years as Colorado’s so-
licitor general. He served as a law clerk
to Justice William H. Erickson of the
Colorado Supreme Court.

With all this experience under his
belt, he had to decide whether to pur-
sue a career with the Department of
the Interior under the leadership of fel-
low Coloradan Gale Norton or to con-
tinue working in his successful law
practice and to answer the call of his
countrymen and President and to
strive to serve the Nation as a judge on
the Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals.

What choice did the attorney of
whom | speak make? What path did
Tim Tymkovich choose? He chose to
pursue the Federal judgeship and to
fulfill his sincere desire to lead a life of
public service, a life dedicated to up-
holding the law and our Constitution.

On May 25, 2001, President Bush nom-
inated Mr. Tymkovich to the Tenth
Circuit Court of Appeals. On February
12, 2003, under the leadership of Sen-
ator ORRIN HATCH, the chairman of the
Senate Judiciary Committee, Mr.
Tymkovich finally received a hearing.
Today, nearly 2 years later, the Senate
has picked up his nomination for con-
sideration by the entire body.

Today’s actions, 23 months after his
nomination, move us closer to ful-
filling the Senate’s duty as laid out in
the Constitution through the advise
and consent clause of article Il. This
vote has been a long time in the mak-
ing. After several letters, several floor
statements, and almost 2 years after
the original date of his nomination,
Tim Tymkovich is finally getting an
up-or-down vote.

I thank Senator HATCH for moving
his nomination out of the committee. |
thank the majority leader, Senator
FRIST, for scheduling this debate and
the vote later on today.

The nominating process is a grueling
one. To be confirmed, Mr. Tymkovich,
along with his fellow nominees, put his
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life on hold to await action by the Sen-
ate on his nomination. In Mr.

Tymkovich’s case, he had to endure 2
years of uncertainty, not knowing
whether he should change his law firm
partnership, pursue other options, or
wait for the Senate to grind forward,
with each step and every decision scru-
tinized by the Senate. Undoubtedly, he
had other career opportunities, other
choices that would have led to remark-
able successes. As you will recall, 1|
mentioned the Department of the Inte-
rior possibility at the beginning of my
remarks. Yet he chose to pursue the
Tenth Circuit court nomination.

As we have witnessed with the
Miguel Estrada debate, the judicial
nomination process has broken down
into partisan politics and entrench-
ment, taking a heavy toll on the life of
the nominee and on the quality of jus-
tice delivered to the American people.

Today we have the opportunity to
begin to correct this dangerous path we
have been traveling. Tim Tymkovich
has my unqualified support. Confirma-
tion of his nomination by this body
will prove to be a great service to the
people of the United States. His nomi-
nation has enjoyed broad bipartisan
support—support from judges and col-
leagues, both Democrat and Republican
policymakers.

I have a series of charts highlighting
support for his confirmation, charts |
would like to share with you today.

The first chart quotes Roy Romer,
former Governor of Colorado, and, |
might add, former Democratic Na-
tional Committee chairman who served
under the tenure of President Bill Clin-
ton and who is now superintendent of
the Los Angeles United School Dis-
trict. Mr. Romer is a strong supporter
of Mr. Tymkovich and has expressed
his sentiment to the Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Governor Romer,
committee, wrote:

in a letter to the

Mr. Tymkovich served the State of Colo-
rado from 1991 through 1996 during the latter
part of my tenure as Governor of the State of
Colorado. He served with distinction and was
a strong advocate in legal matters for Colo-
rado. He also demonstrated a capacity to
work closely with Colorado Democrats, as
well as Republicans, as Solicitor General.

. . He was always a straight shooter in giv-
ing legal advice to me and my top staff.

Governor Romer believes his past
legal experiences have given Mr.
Tymkovich a broad understanding of
the varied legal issues that may come
before him on the Tenth Circuit. Gov-
ernor Romer believes Mr. Tymkovich
will bring strong legal credentials to
the court and a judicial temperament
that should garner the support of the
Senate.

I ask unanimous consent that the

letter from Governor Romer be printed
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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